Samantha K. Zepeda, Ph.D.
One University Way, San Antonio, TX 78224 Email: szepeda@tamusa.edu

Professional Appointments

Adjunct Chemistry Faculty (2026- Present) Texas A&M University- San Antonio, TX
Instructor of Biochemistry (2025-Present) University of California San Diego - San Diego, CA
Postdoctoral Research Associate (2025) Yale University- New Haven, CT

Postdoctoral Research Assistant (2024-2025) University of Washington- Seattle, WA
Graduate Research Assistant (2019-2024) University of Washington- Seattle, WA

Graduate Research Assistant (2017-2019) Texas State University- San Marcos, TX
Undergraduate Research Assistant (2016-2017) Texas State University- San Marcos, TX

Education
Fall 2024 Ph.D., BIOCHEMISTRY University of Washington
Spring 2019 M.S., BIOCHEMISTRY Texas State University
Spring 2017  B.S., BIOCHEMISTR YACS/ASBMB certified Texas State University
Spring 2017 B.S., BIOLOGY Texas State University
Fall 2013 A.S., PRE-PHARMACY South Texas College
Teaching Experience

Fall 2026

o Texas A&M University- San Antonio- Department of Natural Sciences

Adjunct Faculty

CHEM 2325- Organic Chemistry Il Lecture
CHEM 2025- Organic Chemistry Il Recitation
CHEM 2125- Organic Chemistry Il Lab
CHEM 1311- General Chemistry | Lecture
CHEM 1011- General Chemistry | Recitation
Summer 2026
o Texas A&M University- San Antonio- Department of Natural Sciences
Adjunct Faculty
CHEM 2123- Organic Chemistry | Lab
CHEM 2125- Organic Chemistry Il Lab
Spring 2026
o Texas A&M University- San Antonio- Department of Natural Sciences
Adjunct Faculty
CHEM 2323- Organic Chemistry | Lecture
CHEM 2123- Organic Chemistry | Lab
CHEM 2125- Organic Chemistry Il Lab
CHEM 2023- Organic Chemistry | Recitation
CHEM 1111- General Chemistry | Lab
CHEM 1112- General Chemistry Il Lab
Fall 2025, Winter 2026, Spring 2026, Summer 2026
e University of California San Diego, Extended Studies Program, Instructor
BIOL-40357 Biochemistry
Spring 2021
e University of Washington, Department of Biochemistry, Teaching Assistant
BIOC 426- Basic Techniques in Biochemistry

Autumn 2020



University of Washington, Department of Biochemistry, Teaching Assistant
BIOC 450- Honors Biochemistry

Fall 2018

Texas State University, Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, Instructional Assistant
CHEM 4481- Advanced Biochemistry

Spring 2017, Spring 2018

Texas State University, Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, Instructional Assistant
CHEM 3275/3381- Biochemistry Techniques

Training and Professional Development

Protein Science and Peptides (Webinar) Royal Society of Chemistry, July 2026

Building an Integrated Safety Approach in Your Chemistry Department. (Webinar). ACS.
June 2026

Quantitative Proteomics for Understanding Epigenetic Mechanisms. (Webinar). ACS.
June 2026.

Society of Experiential Learning Inquiry, Growth, and Networking through Immersive
Transformative Experience Regional Collaborative. (Workshop). San Antonio, Texas.
SEE. June 2026.

NCAAT Single Particle Analysis (Workshop) New York City, NY. New York
Structural Biology Center. March 2022.

Outreach and Service

September 2024-December 2024

Organizer, Student Seminar, Seattle, WA

June 2024- January 2025

Mentor, Casey Family Programs, Seattle, WA

February 2023- June 2024

Mentor, Biochemistry Undergraduate Reading Program, Seattle, WA
September 2023- May 2024

Student Representative, UW Biochemistry Department Faculty Hiring Committee
Seattle, WA

September 2022- May 2023

Committee Member, UW Biochemistry Department Graduate Admissions
Committee Seattle, WA

September 2020-May 2022

Committee Member, UW Biochemistry Graduate Student Recruitment
Committee. Seattle, WA

May 2020-July 2023

Mentor, Big Brothers Big Sister of America, Seattle, WA

March 2020- May 2022

Founder and Committee Member, UW Biochemistry and Biological Protein
Structure and Design (BPSD) Peer Mentorship Program. Seattle, WA
October 2018- January 2019

San Marcos CSID Science Coach, SACNAS, San Marcos, TX

July 2018

Instructor ACS Food Chemistry Outreach, San Marcos Public Library,
San Marcos, Tx




June 2018

Tour Guide for STEM field trips to Texas State, San Marcos, Tx

April 2016

Booth Attendant/Instructor PREM Blanco Elementary School, Kyle, Tx
Volunteer Hernandez Elementary School, San Marcos, Tx
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Presentations

Samantha K. Zepeda et. al. Structure, Antigenicity and Receptor Usage of a
Cambodian Bat Sarbecovirus Spike. Lecture (2024) American Virology Society,
Columbus, OH.

Samantha K. Zepeda et. al. Structure, Antigenicity and Receptor Usage of bat born
sarbecoviruses. Lecture (2024) Rising Stars Symposium, Salt Lake City, UT.
Samantha K. Zepeda et. al. Role of Receptor Binding Domain Conformation on
Spillover Potential of Cambodian Sarbecovirus. Lecture (2023) American
Crystallography Association, Baltimore, MD.

Samantha K. Zepeda et al. Spillover potential of Cambodian bat sarbecovirus. Poster
(2022) HHMI Science Meeting, Chevy Chase, MD.

Samantha K. Zepeda, Tyler Starr, et al. Molecular Basis of Rhinolophus ACE2
Receptor Association with Cambodian bat sarbecovirus RshTT200 Spike Glycoprotein.
Poster (2022) Emerging Infectious Disease in Bats Conference, Fort Collins, CO
Samantha K. Zepeda, and Karen A. Lewis. Mechanisms of Nuclear Export of RNA
Binding Protein LARPG6. Poster (2019) Experimental Biology Research Conference,
Orlando, FL

Samantha K. Zepeda, and Karen A. Lewis. Mechanisms of Nuclear Export of Human
LARP6 (2019) Texas State University 3 Minute Thesis, San Marcos, TX

Samantha K. Zepeda, and Karen A. Lewis. Nuclear Export of Human LARP6. Poster
(2018) College of Science Research Conference, University of Texas at San Antonio,
San Antonio TX

Samantha K. Zepeda, and Karen A. Lewis. Nuclear Export of Human LARP6. Lecture
(2018) Chemistry and Biochemistry Research Colloquium, Texas State University, San
Marcos TX

Awards

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease, Ruth Kirstein Predoctoral Award
(F31AI174573-01) (January 2023- December 2024)

National Institute of General Medical Sciences, Molecular Biophysics Training Grant
(T32GM008268-32) (July 2020-July 2022)

ASBMB Travel Award, $1000, American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
(April 2019)

Thesis Research Support Fellowship, $1,970, Texas State University Graduate College
(2019)

University of Texas at San Antonio Department of Chemistry Poster Award (October
2018)



