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Course Description: This course, Current Education Topics and Issues in Culturally Diverse 

Communities, takes an in-depth look into the various topics and current issues facing our students, 

teachers, administrators and schools in the United States. The emphasis of this course is on current issues 

relevant to P-12 schools as well as higher education in culturally diverse communities. The course will 

examine issues and themes of profound and lasting importance in educational studies. Issues such as 

standardized testing, school discipline, the achievement gap, school funding, and equity and access to 

higher education will be some of the topics addressed in the course.  

 

Prerequisite: Acceptance into Texas A&M University – San Antonio Graduate School.  

 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Students will demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of various 

current issues and topics in education.  

2. Students will connect current topics and issues in education to diverse populations 

and diverse communities.  

3. Students will examine their own solutions to complex issues surrounding teaching in 

diverse communities.  

4. Students will find, summarize, and critique current scholarly research pertaining to 

current issues and topics in education. 

5. Students will synthesize and analyze current scholarly research in order to formulate 

an argument surrounding a particular current topic or issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Assignment Connection to the Master’s in C&I Program Goals 

Annotated Bibliography 

 

Become critical consumers of research and explain how to use 

research in education careers. 

Systemic Issues Reflection Paper 
Explain systemic issues within institutions and develop 

solutions 

Peer Reviewed Journal Article Analysis Paper 
Become critical consumers of research and explain how to use 

research in education careers 

Current Topics/Issues Research Paper 
Develop a complex and sophisticated understanding of diverse 

populations 

Daily/Weekly Formative Assessments  
Demonstrating the ability to actively read scholarly research 

and connect the research to our daily lived experience 

 

 

Recommended texts: 

APA Manual 6th Edition 

 

 

Other Required Course Materials: 

1. Additional scholarly articles, works of literature, movies, etc. as deemed appropriate by 

the instructor 

2. Access to Blackboard 

 

Course Topics: 

I. Segregation, Desegregation, and Re-segregation/Redlining 

II. Desegregation/Language and Ethnic Identity 

III. School Funding/Finance and the Robinhood Rule 

IV. No Child Left Behind and the Standards/Standardized Testing Movement 

V. School Vouchers and School Charters 

VI.  School to Prison Pipeline/School Discipline 

VII.  CRP/CRT/Current Legislation  

VIII. Art Education in Schools/Marginalization of the Humanitities 

IX.   Project-Based Learning/Problem-Based Learning 

X.  Access and Barriers to Higher Education 

XI.  Teacher Retention/Teacher Evaluation 

 

Course Assignments: 

  

Course Assignments/Assessments Point Value 

1. Annotated Bibliography 

2. Systemic Issues Reflection Paper 

3. Peer Reviewed Journal Article Analysis 

4. Current Topics/Issues Research Paper 

5. Daily Formative Asessment 

60 pts. 

         40 pts. 

         50 pts. 

100 pts. 

50 pts.   

Total Points: 300 pts. 
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