Texas A&M University — San Antonio
College of Education & Human Development
Department of Curriculum & Instruction

EDCI 5329 — Assessment Theory and Methods/Research into Practice

Instructor:
Email:

Phone:

Office Location:
Office Hours:

Meeting Date(s), Time, and Room:

Course Description: Research into Practice is designed to provide graduate students with an
introduction to applying their own research into practical and intentional ways. This course will
provide opportunities for students to select avenues for presenting their thesis research study in
ways that are meaningful, purposeful, and unique to their situation—including, but not limited
to, submitting a proposal to a local/state/national professional conference, applying for a grant,
creating a PD that they would deliver to a local school district or non-profit, etc. Students in this
course will explore the role of scholarly researcher as well as being public intellectual and how
their research study can benefit local schools and community.

Prerequisite: Acceptance into Texas A&M University — San Antonio Graduate School.

Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of various
current issues and topics in education.

2. Students will examine their own research thesis topic and analyze the findings from
that research to recommend solutions to complex issues surrounding teaching in
diverse communities.

3. Students will synthesize and analyze current scholarly research in order to connect
current educational research to educational systems.

4. Students will examine various ways to present their research and demonstrate being a
public intellectual.

5. Students will reflect on their graduate school journey and how their graduate work
will impact their professional careers.



Assignment Connection to the Master’s in C&I Program Goals

Thesis Defense Mini-Presentation Explain systemic issues within institutions and develop
solutions.

Demonstrate the ability to actively read scholarly research and

Educational Research Reflection Paper connect the research to our daily lived experience.

Submission of Thesis Research in a Public Become critical consumers of research and explain how to use
Forum research in education careers.

Develop a complex and sophisticated understanding of diverse

Daily/Weekly Formative Assessments populations.

Recommended texts:
APA Manual 6™ Edition

Other Required Course Materials:
1. Additional scholarly articles, works of literature, movies, etc. as deemed appropriate by
the instructor
2. Access to Blackboard

Course Topics:

I.  What does it mean to be an intellectual?
A. What is an intellectual?
B. What does it mean to be a master in something, an expert in your field?
C. What does it mean to be a public intellectual?

Il. Professional Organizations
A. Investigating and examining professional organizations
B. Learning about presenting at annual conferences

I11. Peer Reviewed Journal Publications
A. Investigating and examining peer reviewed publications
B. Learning how to submit to a journal

IV. Grants and External Funding
A. Investigating and examining grants and external funding
B. Learning about grant submissions

V. Doctoral Programs




Course Assignments:

Course Assignments/Assessments Point Value
1. Thesis Defense Mini-Presentation 50 pts.
2. Educational Research Reflection Paper 50 pts.
3. Submission of Thesis Research in Public Form 50 pts.
4. Daily Formative Asessment 50 pts.
50 pts.
Total Points: 200 pts.
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