Texas A&M University — San Antonio
College of Education & Human Development
Department of Curriculum & Instruction

Course: EDCI 4350 — Social Studies Methods: Early Childhood to Elementary
Required Materials:
Agarwal-Rangnath, Ruchi. (2022). Social Studies, Literacy, and Social
Justice in the Elementary Classroom. Teachers College Press.
You may purchase in hardcover or digital versions from Follett Discover.

You will also choose a children’s novel from a list provided for you. You may buy
the book or check it out from a library.

Course Description: This course provides teacher candidates with a method of teaching
and assessing social studies in the early childhood through elementary grade levels;
including methods of selecting and organizing social studies programs, the sequence of
the content of the social studies curriculum, adapting and enriching social studies
programs to meet the needs of all students, and creating assessments aligned with the
social studies curriculum.

TEXES EC-6 Social Studies Standards

The social studies teacher:

Standardl.  has a comprehensive knowledge of the social sciences and recognizes the
value of the social sciences in society and the world. (1.1k-1.5k and 1.1s-
1.7s)

Standard Il.  effectively integrates the various social science disciplines. (2.1k-2.3k and
2.15-2.2s)

Standard Ill. uses knowledge and skills of social studies, as defined by the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), to plan and implement effective
curriculum, instruction, assessment, and evaluation. (3.1k-3.8k and 3.1s-
3.7s)

Standard IV. applies knowledge of significant historical events and developments, as
well as multiple historical interpretations and ideas, to facilitate student
understanding of relationships between the past, the present, and the
future. (4.1k-4.18k and 4.1s-4.11s)

Standard V. applies knowledge of people, places, and environments to facilitate
students’ understanding of geographic relationships in Texas, the United
States, and the world. (5.1k-5.12k and 5.1s-5.14s)

Standard VI. knows how people organize economic systems to produce, distribute,
and consume goods and services, and uses this knowledge to enable



students to understand economic systems and make informed economic
decisions. (6.1k-6.23k and 6.1s-6.12s)

Standard VII. knows how governments and structure of power function, provide order,
and allocate resources, and uses this knowledge to facilitate student
understanding of how individuals and groups achieve their goals through
political systems. (7.1k-7.13k and 7.1s-7.115s)

Standard VIll. understands citizenship in the United States and other societies, and uses
this knowledge to prepare students to participate in our society through
an understanding of democratic principles and citizenship practices.
(8.1k-8.10k and 8.1s-8.12s)

Standard IX. understands cultures and how they develop and adapt, and uses this
knowledge to enable students to appreciate and respect cultural diversity
in Texas, the United States, and the world. (9.1k-9.21k and 9.1s-9.12s)

Standard X. understands developments in science and technology, and uses this
knowledge to facilitate student understanding of the social and
environmental consequences of scientific discovery and technological
innovation. (10.1k-10.9k and 10.1s-10.10s)

TAC Standards

Standard 3. Content Knowledge and Expertise. Teachers exhibit a comprehensive
understanding of their content, discipline, and related pedagogy as
demonstrated through the quality of the design and execution of lessons
and their ability to match objectives and activities to relevant state
standards.

A. Teachers understand the major concepts, key themes, multiple
perspectives, assumptions, processes of inquiry, structure, and real-world
applications of their grade-level and subject-area content.

i. Teachers have expertise in how their content vertically and horizontally
aligns with the grade-level/subject-area continuum, leading to an
integrated curriculum across grade levels and content areas.

ii. Teachers identify gaps in students’ knowledge of subject matter
and communicate with their leaders and colleagues to ensure that
these gaps are adequately addressed across grade levels and
subject areas.

iii. Teachers keep current with developments, new content, new
approaches, and changing methods of instructional delivery
within their discipline.

B. Teachers design and execute quality lessons that are consistent with the
concepts of their specific discipline, are aligned to state standards, and
demonstrate their content expertise.

i. Teachers organize curriculum to facilitate student understanding of the
subject matter.

ii. Teachers understand, actively anticipate, and adapt instruction to
address common misunderstandings and preconceptions.



iii. Teacher promote literacy and the academic language within the
discipline and make discipline-specific language accessible to all
learners.

Teachers demonstrate content-specific pedagogy that meets the needs of

diverse learners, utilizing engaging instructional materials to connect prior

content knowledge to new learning.

discipline.

i. Teachers teach both the key content knowledge and the key skills of the

Teachers make appropriate and authentic connections across
disciplines, subjects, and students’ real-world experiences.

EDCI 4350 Social Studies Methods EC/Elementary
(See instructions in Assignment Portal on Blackboard)

Course Assignments

Assignment

Description

Competencies

Points

Power point
introduction

Create a 3-4 slide power
point introduction of
yourself.

10 points
This will be evaluated
using a rubric.

Oral History
Conversation

You will have
conversations with two
people from different
generations and present
what they said to a group

10 points

Presented orally in class.
If you are absent, you
need to turn in a one
page summary to BB

Mini-lesson on Create a short lesson on | 1.5k; 1.2s; 1.4s; | 50 points
government one aspect of 1.6s; 8.1s-8.2s;

constitutional 8.6s; 8.8s; 9.9s;

government, based on 10.5s

TEKS.
Library of See Blackboard for 60 points total (50 pts
Congress instructions for assignment, 10
Assignment points for presentation)

Historical Fiction

Create a narrated power

2.2s: 4.75-4.11s;

100 points

Book Share point on a children’s 6.1s-6.12s; This will be evaluated
book with social studies | 9.10s-9.11s; using a rubric.
themes. 10.6s-10.9s

Multiple Create a social studies 1.5s; 3.1k-3.3k; | 100 points

Resource Lesson | lesson plan with multiple | 3.7k; 3.1s-3.4s;

Plan resources, specifying 3.6s; 4.1s5-4.6s
TEKS, resources,
objectives, and
assessments.

Test #1 Complete an exam with | 4.1k-4.18k; 20 points

Content Exam objective guestions 5.1k-5.12k; This will be evaluated
similar to the Social 6.1k-6.23K; using an answer key.

7.1k-7.13Kk;




Studies EC-6 Core 8.1k-8.10k;

Subjects exam. 9.1k-9.21k;
10.1k-10.9k
Tests #2 and #3 Complete two exams 1.1k-1.5k; 2.1k- | 25 points total (50
Midterm and with essay questions over | 2.3k points total)
Final Exams course content. 3.1k-3.8k These tests will be

evaluated using a rubric

Total points for the course: 400
Grading Scale
360-400 points = A
320-359 points =B
280-319 points = C
240-279 points =D
239 and less = F



