TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

SAN ANTONIO

MUSI 4301.001 — TOPICS IN MUSIC STUDIES — FALL 2025

COURSE INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Martha Saywell

COURSE NUMBER: 13340

DEPARTMENT: Language, Literature, and Arts

EMAIL: martha.saywell@tamusa.edu

PHONE: 210-784-2563

OFFICE LOCATION: Classroom Hall 314H

OFFICE HOURS: Mondays 10:30-12:30, Tuesdays 3:30-4:30, additional times by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Selected rotating topics in music. May be repeated for credit when
topics change.

COURSE GOALS AND ASSESSMENT:

e This class functions as an independent study course. Students will select their specific
area(s) of interest and create, in conjunction with the instructor, a course plan and
outcomes appropriate to the area(s) of interest.

e Students will supplement and expand knowledge and skill sets beyond traditional MUSI
course offerings.

e Students will present a culminating project, appropriate to their area of interest, to a
select audience by the end of the semester.

TEXTBOOK: There is no official textbook for this class. Students will be provided with any
necessary course materials specific to their area of interest.

GRADING SCALE:
e 90% or higher = A
e 80%to89% =8B
e 70%t079%=C
e 60%1to69%=D
e Below 60% = F


mailto:martha.saywell@tamusa.edu

COURSE SCHEDULE:

e Individual students will work with the instructor to select a day and time to meet each
week.

e All students, in conjunction with the instructor, will collaborate to identify a time during
Final Exam Week (second week of December) to present their respective culminating
projects. Alternatively, students whose area of interest is in music performance may opt
to appear on the fall concert of University Voices on November 12t at 7:00pm.

e Please see the university’s Academic Calendar for more information.

EXTRACURRICULAR MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES:

e Interested in mariachi? Mariachi Los Jaguares Del Sur is dedicated to honoring and
preserving the art of mariachi music. The group prides itself on a shared love of music,
performance, and Mexican culture. If you are interested in joining, visit JagSync 2.0 to
sign up and/or email advisor Amelia Guzman at aguzman@tamusa.edu for more
information.

e Interested in band? The San Antonio Community Wind Ensemble meets in the
TAMUSA Auditorium on Sunday afternoons and gives several concerts throughout the
year. Membership dues are waived for all TAMUSA students. If you are interested in
joining, email director Albert Aguilar at sacwe@crossmen.org for more information.

ADDITIONAL UNIVERSITY RESOURCES:

Additional university resources and policies can be found on Blackboard in the Additional
University Resources module. These include, but are not limited to, accommodations for
persons with disabilities, counseling and mental health resources, the Writing, Language, and
Digital Composing Center, Military Affairs, and important dates. Links to helpful websites are
also provided in the module.

DISCLAIMER: This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Students will
be notified as soon as possible of any changes.
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