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A. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Spanish Language Studies III is a third semester course designed for students who have been raised in a
Spanish-speaking environment and speak, or understand, some Spanish as a result of hearing it in the home,
and in the community by family, friends, and neighbors. Students in this course will continue to develop
their ability to narrate events in the past and will be able to describe hypothetical situations. Students will
also develop their ability to express wishes, desires, and necessities. This course focuses on the cultural
capital and linguistic knowledge brought to the class by the heritage language students. By examining social
justice topics, culture, and multimedia production from and about the Spanish-speaking world, students will
use the Spanish language to reflect on and produce multimedia content that links and contextualizes
learners’ home, families, and communities’ stories within the US and global society. In this way, students
will enhance not only their linguistic skills but their media literacy and critical thinking as well. This course
will help the student build confidence in their Spanish abilities and expand the language use in the areas of
writing, reading, oral production and listening comprehension. The course will also explore the diverse
identities and experiences of Spanish-Speaking groups in the United States and student’s home and
community culture, while raising students’ critical language awareness of speech and Spanish language
variations in different contexts.

Student Learning Outcomes (on syllabi and for assessment)
1. Interpersonal Communication: Students can exchange information on a wide variety of familiar topics in which

the students use appropriate vocabulary to describe their daily lives and narrate events in the past with some degree of
ease and confidence. Students will record a podcast.



2. Written expression: Students can write an essay/news articles/opinion pieces in the target language, and that
effectively conveys a series of past events to the reader that may include recent and distant past.

3. Interpretive listening: Students can identify the main idea and key information in short straightforward
conversations, different media outlets, and podcasts.

4. Interpretive reading: Students can understand the main idea and key information in short straightforward
informational and fictional texts.

5. Ciritical cultural and language awareness: Students can recognize and explain some of the issues facing bilingual
communities in accordance to the instructor’s expertise and articulation with previous and subsequent courses.

Communicative Functions to cover
e expressing concern for other people’s welfare

e expressing joy at another’s success (or disappointment at another’s misfortune)

o extending and accepting invitations / refusing invitations politely or making alternative arrangements
o indicating agreement or disagreement

o sharing and asking about others’ wishes, hopes, desires, problems, beliefs, thoughts, opinions, etc.

e discouraging someone from pursuing a course of action

B. COURSE MATERIALS
e All course materials, course notes, and readings will be presented to students in Blackboard.
e Hernandez Yanina. and José¢ Esteban Hernandez. 2020. Reflexiones sobre nuestra lengua: Manual de

discusion y reflexion. https://reflexionessobrenuestralengua.pressbooks.com/. Open Education
Resource*.

e Other resources

o Microphone and camera access

o https://spark.adobe.com

o https://www.wordreference.com

o https://www.linguee.com
* An open education resource as defined by SB810, is "Open educational resource means a teaching, learning, or
research resource that is in the public domain or has been released under an intellectual property license that permits
the free use and repurposing of the resource by any person. The term may include full course curricula, course
materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, materials, or techniques used to
support access to knowledge.”

C. COURSE POLICIES
E-MAIL

Email is the easiest and quickest way to get in touch with your instructors, and we will do our best to respond to your messages within
24 hours. To ensure effective communication, please use your Texas A&M email when contacting Dr. Rodriguez
(yrodriguezs@tamusa.edu). If you send emails through Blackboard, do not expect a prompt response, as all communication will
be conducted through TAMUSA email. You are also responsible for all information that is sent to your TEXAS A&M-SA email
account regarding the course, and you should check this information regularly.



https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freflexionessobrenuestralengua.pressbooks.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cryan.bessett%40utrgv.edu%7Ca20c1b59bfbb443d5d2008d83cdf75c3%7C990436a687df491c91249afa91f88827%7C0%7C0%7C637326277729950491&sdata=5qrQQSFuDGxmRn4hCDKs%2FWtkGGvWY5G8CNB3MqX7XLY%3D&reserved=0
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://www.wordreference.com/
https://www.linguee.com/
mailto:yrodriguezs@tamusa.edu

1. Course Prerequisite

SPN 2313 is an intermediate level course designed for students who are bilingual and/or have taken SPAN 1313 and
SPAN 1315 at A&M-San Antonio. The course is inclusive of bilingual and second language learners of Spanish. The
course focusses on developing grammatical, conversational, and listening skills in a positive and culturally relevant
setting. Prerequisite: Placement by exam or departmental approval, or successful completion of SPAN 1315.

2. More on Placement Testing and the

Students wishing to enroll in Spanish must take the A&M-SA Spanish Placement Exam (SASPE) for
appropriate placement.

3. Attendance

Attendance and participation are mandatory. You must come to class every week and you must be ready to
participate actively in class discussion as well as small group activities. Attendance factors into your
participation grade.

. You are allowed two “grace” absence, which cannot be taken on a day when you are scheduled
to make a presentation or a report. For each subsequent absence 2% will be deducted from your final
grade.

. Missed work can only be made up if you have valid documentation. Legitimate excused
absences include the following: verifiable confining illness, serious verifiable family emergencies,
subpoenas, jury duty, and military service. It is your responsibility to notify the instructor of any
excused absences as far in advance as possible. Work must be made up in a timely manner (e.g. before
the next scheduled evaluation).

. Documentation for excused absences must be presented as soon as possible. No documentation
will be accepted after the last day of regularly scheduled classes.

4. Class participation

This course is conducted in Spanish. Students are expected to participate (group discussions and assignments) in
Spanish. This is a class for YOU to feel confident producing the Spanish you may have heard before as you were
growing up. Taking risks in Spanish is crucial for you to build up your oral skills. The use of Spanish is expected
in every activity in the class with the instructor and classmates. You are expected to attend all classes, read the
material before class, and participate actively in classroom activities. You will be expected to participate in class
activities and discussions, to continue to improve your speaking fluency. A grading rubric for oral participation
will be provided. Keep in mind that if you are absent, you will receive no participation points for that day.

5. Technology Use

In general, the use of laptops, tablets, and cell phones for personal use during class is not allowed. Exceptions
will be made when talking about discussion posts in class or accessing BLACKBOARD for course materials.
Please turn off and put away these devices during class lectures, discussions, and exams. These devices can be
distracting to you and others in the class and can prevent you from focusing on course content and participating
in class discussions.



6. Assignment Due Dates

Due dates are firm. Work is due at the beginning of each class period (unless specified otherwise) and late work
will not be accepted. Coursework turned in late will receive zero points for the assignment. We will make
exceptions for university-excused absences and unavoidable circumstances (e.g., deaths, personal/family illness
and emergencies) with written verification. A/l assignments need to be uploaded onto BLACKBOARD.

7. Make-up Exams and Presentations

If you are not in class on the scheduled day to take an exam or to participate in the group presentation
you will receive a score of zero. Make-up exams and presentations will be arranged for university-excused or
unavoidable circumstances (e.g., deaths, personal/family illness, and emergencies), but only with written
verification. Proper documentation must be submitted within 72 hours of your absence. I also ask that you
inform us of these types of situations at least 24 hours in advance, whenever possible.

8. BLACKBOARD/E-mail

There is a BLACKBOARD site for this course where readings will be posted, along with grades and other
course information and assignments. It is your responsibility to check BLACKBOARD regularly for
announcements and updates. You are also responsible for all information that is sent to your TEXAS A&M
email account regarding the course, and you should check this information regularly. E-mail is the easiest and
quickest way to get in touch with your instructors, and we will do our best to respond to your emails within 24
hours.

9. Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee/Office on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures
for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct”
includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases
of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of
alleged academic misconduct. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct
https://www.tamusa.edu/student-rights-and-responsibilities/student-conduct.html

In this course, academic misconduct is constituted by using any online automatic translators, such as
Google Translate, or automatic translator on SpanishDict.com, among others, or receiving help in
composition or exams from others. We encourage students to visit the Writing, Language, and Digital
Literacy Center for writing and language support and to use resources such as
https://www.wordreference.com/ for sentence level and grammatical checks on essays and projects.
However, these resources must not be used on exams or quizzes unless it is explicitly permitted by the

instructor. If you are unsure about using a resource, please ask your instructor. You will receive a zero
on the assignment turned in using any of the resources listed above (or similar ones) the first time. On
the second offense will receive a zero and you will be reported to the office of academic misconduct.

The sanctions for the misconduct can include a failing grade in this course and suspension or expulsion
from the university.

No Use of Generative Al Permitted


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tamusa.edu%2Fstudent-rights-and-responsibilities%2Fstudent-conduct.html&data=05%7C01%7CElena.Foulis%40tamusa.edu%7Ce9aae2b727734932221c08dadee8b943%7C5cf670c5279f45739a15033d4286fa0e%7C0%7C0%7C638067388423881462%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FP%2FyrWwb9G%2B2%2F1VqP8sTdO9c0XNR3zm4TubPQAj0hSs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wordreference.com/

Spanish Heritage Learners Il assumes that all work submitted by students will be generated by the students themselves, working
individually or in groups. Students should not have another person/entity do the writing of any portion of an assignment for them,
which includes hiring a person or a company to write assignments and/or using artificial intelligence (Al) tools like ChatGPT. Use of
any Al-generated content in this course qualifies as academic dishonesty and violates Texas A&M-San Antonio’s standards of
academic integrity.

*, Student Life Disability Services

The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you
anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability (including mental
health, chronic or temporary medical conditions), please let me know immediately so that
we can privately discuss options. To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request
that you register with The Office of Disability Support Services (DSS). After registration,
make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so that
they may be implemented in a timely fashion. DSS contact information:
https://www.tamusa.edu/disability-support-services/

GRADING PROCEDURES

1. Components and Weighting

Participacion 150
Examen de mitad del semestre 100
Reflexion Escrita

100
Manual de practica: Tareas on BB

200
Proyecto final (Storytelling) A life changing experience 300
Final Exam 150
TOTAL 1000

Participacion (150): Participation is a fundamental part of this course. Please read ahead, practice the
vocabulary for the week so you are able to actively contribute in the class. No hay la posibilidad de make-ups en
el caso de las actividades de clase. (Please note: This is not merely an attendance grade, but rather a global
assessment of the quality of your participation in class activities. You are expected to contribute to all group
activities and class discussions.)


https://www.tamusa.edu/disability-support-services/

Manual de practica, Tareas (200): There will be various assignments about the studied grammar vocabulary,
and spelling topics presented on each unit. Gramatica, ortografia y vocabulario are topics found under each unit
module. There will also be several other homework assignments some of these include discussion film
assignments, creative writing assignments, and Blackboard assignments. At the discretion of the instructor,
there may be quizzes to measure comprehension of the materials being discussed in the course such as
vocabulary, spelling, and grammar. The specific dates for these quizzes are not stipulated in syllabus, but
instructor may opt to advice on the tentative dates and material covered.

Examenes: Midterm (100) & Final Exam (150) There will be two major tests that will include the material
covered in each unit: Manual de discusion y reflexion and Manual de practica. Exam dates as specified in the
calendar.

Reflexion (100): Reflexion will be submitted as specified in the calendar. The help of a dictionary is essential.
Once your instructor grades the first Reflexiones entry, look over any comments or suggestions (content,
spelling, punctuation, or grammar) that will improve your writing. These corrections should reflect in future
entries, since failing to do so may result in a lower grade, compared to initial entries. The Reflexion entry will
be graded as follows: content and originality (40%), sentence structure (20%), spelling and punctuation (20%),
grammar (20%). Instructor may opt to give further instructions. The Reflexion should be in Spanish mainly, but
a limited use of English is acceptable (translanguaging). All entries should include a title and your personal
information, and every paragraph will contain a main sentence, and supporting evidence. Reflexiones entries
should be one paragraph long (150-200 words), computer-written assignments, using double space, Times new
Roman and size 12 font, and include one-inch margins.

Proyecto final (Storytelling) A life changing experience (150): The final project component of the course will
be a digital autobiography with 3 main parts: preparing the script, presenting a preliminary version (reflexion),
and final digital version. Plan ahead and keep on track! The instructor will provide additional guidelines-over
the course of the semester. The digital story should be turned in as a link in Blackboard.

Be aware that some documents take time to be uploaded and sent electronically, therefore, plan ahead and send
the project with plenty of time.




