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Fall 2026  

ENGL 3366 20th and 21st Century American Literature 
Texas A&M University - San Antonio 

Tuesday/Thursday (T/R) 2pm-3:15pm 

Central Academic Building 333 

 

  
Professor: Laurie Ann Guerrero           Office Location: Classroom Hall 314 

Email: Lguerrero@tamusa.edu                             Office Hours: T & R 3:30-5pm, by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

A study of American poetry, fiction, drama, and non-fiction prose from the twentieth and twenty-

first centuries. Topics and approaches to this course may vary by semester and instructor, but 

remain consistent with disciplinary norms, practices, and developments.  

 

TOPIC FOR THIS SECTION: 

This course examines major works of 20th- and 21st- century American literature through poetry, 

fiction, memoir, essays, and graphic narrative, exploring major themes in social / personal / 

cultural / geographic / literary histories. We will read one major novel, a graphic novel, excerpts 

of fiction, and essays by various writers. Through close reading of canonical and contemporary 

authors, this course considers how American literature has expanded through diverse voices and 

new forms of storytelling. The goal is to cultivate an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that 

guide this literature, reflecting on the way it influences and is influenced by intercultural American 

experiences. This course challenges students to make critical connections among various styles, 

genres, and literary movements. This course is intended to improve critical thinking, reading, 

speaking, as well as writing skills. It is a discussion-based class, and thus it is vital that you come 

to class having completed the reading for that day, prepared to discuss the assigned readings. 

mailto:Lguerrero@tamusa.edu
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Because this is an upper-level course, students are expected to have a strong knowledge of basic 

grammar and punctuation.  

  

Required Materials:   

• The Book of Delights by Ross Gay 

• MexiKid by Pedro Martín 

• So Far From God by Ana Castillo 

• other required materials will be made available on Blackboard or provided in class by professor  

  

Learning Objectives:  

At the end of the course, students will…  

• Exhibit an in-depth understanding of the range of cultural work being achieved by American 

writers. 

• Demonstrate recognition of the literary, cultural, historical, and theoretical contexts within 

which these works were produced.   

• Incorporate reading/research into original critical analysis, form a critical position, and creative 

expression.  

• Gain confidence in oral and written expression.  

 

Grade Breakdown:  

These outcomes will be assessed through the completion of the assignments listed below.   

  

• Participation (attendance, workshops, discussion, homework, etc.): 35%  

o Attendance (worth half of the participation grade)  

o Readings & Discussion (worth half of the participation grade)  

• Assignments (6 total): 40%  

• Final Presentation & Reflection: 25%  

  

Grades will be calculated using the following scale.  

90-100=A           80-89=B   70-79=C    60-69=D  59 or lower=F  

  

Participation in Class (35%):  

You are participating when you are contributing to discussions; being a critical listener and thinker; 

asking questions of anything you do not understand; and offering constructive feedback on your 

peers’ ideas. Also, you must come to class prepared with the proper materials (paper, pen, text, 

notebook, etc.).   

 

Attendance: Attendance is taken at the start of each class. Each student is allowed 2 

absences. After which, a doctor’s note (or some kind of formal documentation) is required 

for an excused absence. Tardies result in a 50% grade for attendance that day, while absences 

will receive a 0%. Chronic absences and/or tardies will affect your final grade.   

  

Readings: Successful completion of this course depends to a great degree upon your ability 

to read with scrupulous care, attention, and insight. Careful reading of all assigned material 
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will be one of the foundations of your work for the course. You will be expected to have 

completed all assigned reading on the day a text is discussed in class and to prepare for class 

by taking notes and contributing to discussions.   

 

Discussion: A vital, ongoing intellectual conversation is at the heart of the course. 

Attendance and participation are crucial. I will be taking attendance at every class. Not 

showing up to class will affect your grade. Please observe, though, that your presence in the 

classroom does not automatically guarantee you full credit. It is crucial that students arrive 

in class with required texts read, prepared to offer thoughtful responses to the readings. If 

you have not done the reading, I will ask you to leave class, and you will be counted absent 

for that period. 

  

Assignments (40%):  

You will only be given SIX assignments throughout the semester (2 short reflections, a personal 

narrative, an in-class discussion—must be present to be graded, a creative narrative, and an 

extended character-driven narrative). Some are strictly analytical, while others have an additional 

creative aspect. Occasionally, we will do free-write assignments in class. These free writes are to 

help you think through your ideas and to be used alongside your assignments. If you struggle with 

grammar and punctuation, please attend tutoring sessions to improve your writing, as poor writing 

skills will affect your grade. All writing will be assessed according to MLA formatting. Please let 

me know as soon as possible if you are unfamiliar with this; you may be in the wrong class.  

 

We will go over each assignment in detail. It is important that you are prepared to cultivate a safe 

space for yourself, and for others to explore difficult topics. 

 

Final Presentation & Reflection Paper (25%):  

During the last two weeks of class, you will present an analytical (and creative if you choose) 

presentation on American Literature in addition to submitting a 3–5-page reflection paper. Details 

on this will be given in class toward the end of the semester.  

  

COURSE POLICIES  

Absences: If you must be absent from class and cannot submit an assignment on time because of 

a personal emergency, you should email me as soon as possible to ask for an extension. I DO NOT 

ACCEPT LATE WORK, but I am happy to give extensions. If you were unable to attend class due 

to illness, please talk to me after you return. There is no need to email me to inform me of an 

absence unless you need an extension or to show me proof of an emergency.  

After an absence, a student should contact a classmate about class material and obtain info that 

was distributed. No in-class assignments can be made up. Please also make every effort to avoid 

leaving class early. If you must leave class early, please inform me in advance. If you leave 30 

minutes or more before the end of the class without discussing it with me beforehand, you will be 

considered absent for the day. Since our class functions as a community, it is essential that students 

attend class consistently.  

 

Classroom Conduct: Be respectful. We will be discussing sensitive topics in this course, and it is 

perfectly normal that we may not all agree. However, you are to refrain from using language or 
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behavior that is sexist, homophobic, classist, racist, intolerant and/or insensitive to the differences 

of others. I have a zero-tolerance policy on oppressive and unproductive language. I reserve the 

right to ask you to leave if you do not abide by these standards. You may also face more serious 

consequences, and your participation grade will suffer the consequence as well. The following 

behaviors will also negatively impact your participation grade: missing class; coming to class 

without the required assignments/tools; disrespecting your peers and your professor; being on your 

phone or engaging with others while we are in class; off-topic conversations with your classmates; 

doing work for other courses; hostile behavior toward a classmate or me, or any behavior that is 

inappropriate, and/or off-task. These behaviors are not conducive to a positive classroom 

environment. If I witness repeated inappropriate behavior, I will ask you to leave, and you will be 

counted absent.   

  

Any student who uses language or behavior that is sexist, homophobic, classist, racist, intolerant 

and/or insensitive to the differences of others, will be asked to leave. We expect that students will 

behave in a manner that is dignified, respectful, and courteous to all people, regardless of sex, 

ethnic/racial origin, religious background, sexual orientation or disability. Behaviors that infringe 

on the rights of another individual will not be tolerated.  

  

Deadlines & Late work: Unless there are extenuating circumstances, no late work will be 

accepted. All written and online work must be submitted on time. No exceptions, unless for real 

and serious emergencies, in which case you should get in touch with me at once to ask for an 

extension. 

Assignment Policies: You are expected to submit original work for this course. Do not recycle 

papers written for other courses. If any assignment is unclear, please ask questions.  

 

ABSOLUTELY NO USE OF GENERATIVE AI PERMITTED: 

ENGL 3551 assumes that all work submitted by students will be generated by the students 

themselves, working individually or in groups. Students should not have another person/entity do 

the writing of any portion of an assignment for them, which includes hiring a person or a company 

to write assignments and/or using artificial intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT. Use of any AI-

generated content in this course qualifies as academic dishonesty and violates Texas A&M-San 

Antonio’s standards of academic integrity 

 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Students at Texas A&M University-San Antonio are 

expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Academic 

Dishonesty, for which a student is subject to penalty, includes cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, 

multiple submission, misrepresentation of academic records, facilitating academic dishonesty, 

unfair advantage, violating known safety requirements and ethical misconduct.  This includes 

holding other students to same standards and reporting any incidents of alleged violation of the 

honesty policy to the instructor involved or, if necessary, to the appropriate academic department 

head. All students are responsible for being familiar with the Academic Dishonesty Policy, which 

may be found by clicking on the Texas A&M University-San Antonio Student Handbook.  

 

http://osa.tamuk.edu/studentorganizations/studentorganizations_files/studenthandbook.pdf
http://osa.tamuk.edu/studentorganizations/studentorganizations_files/studenthandbook.pdf
http://osa.tamuk.edu/studentorganizations/studentorganizations_files/studenthandbook.pdf
http://osa.tamuk.edu/studentorganizations/studentorganizations_files/studenthandbook.pdf
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Simply put, plagiarism is copying another’s work, whether it is word-for-word or 

paraphrasing. Using AI is also a form of plagiarizing, and it is considered a form of cheating. 

 

  

Collaboration: All written assignments outside of the classroom should be completed 

individually. I will let you know when an in-class activity is a collaborative one; if I do not 

specifically tell you to collaborate, you can assume that the assignment should be completed on 

your own. Note that in some situations uncalled for collaboration can be construed as plagiarism.   

  

Availability: My office is located in Classroom Hall 314N. Please email me or see me after class 

to set an appointment. If you make an appointment with me, I expect that you will keep it like any 

other professional meeting. If you must cancel an appointment, please let me know at least 24 

hours in advance, if possible. Office hours are an appropriate venue to confer with me about any 

aspect of the course, clarification of my expectations or your grades, comments on assignments, 

questions about course material. I recommend meeting with me early in the semester as one-on-

one help and individual attention often results in a deeper understanding of course materials and 

clearer expression of that understanding in your writing.   

  

E-mail: I am available by email at LGuerrero@tamusa.edu, and I check my email at least once a 

day Monday-Thursday before 5pm for any questions or comments. Do not use the Blackboard 

message option. I usually return emails within 48 hours, but I do not check my email on the 

weekend.   

  

Blackboard: Everything we do for class will be on Blackboard—get familiar with it if you are not 

already. Blackboard can be accessed at http://tamusa.blackboard.com/. If you need assistance 

(technical support) with Blackboard, please call (210) 784-4357 BEFORE you contact me with 

tech questions. They are the experts.  

  

Self-Reliance: This is an upper division English course. I realize that some of you are either 

nonmajors or new to the English major; however, because this is a major and upper division course, 

I expect a certain level of proficiency in terms of reading, writing, speaking, and critical thinking.  

 

If you need extra help or assistance in a particular area, you need to be proactive and 

independently seek solutions.  

 

COURSE MATERIAL, ACADEMIC FREEDOM, AND STUDENTS’ RIGHTS:  

 

Texas Senate Bill 17, the recent law that outlaws diversity, equity, and inclusion programs at 

public colleges and universities in Texas, does not in any way affect content, instruction or 

discussion in a course at public colleges and universities in Texas. Expectations regarding 

academic freedom for teaching and class discussion have not been altered post-SB 

17, and students should not feel the need to censor their speech pertaining to topics pertaining to 

race and racism, structural inequality, LGBTQ+ issues, or diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

 

Academic Freedom in the Classroom: Knowledge flourishes when inquiry is free and respectful. 

This class, which has been approved as part of the Texas A&M University-San Antonio curriculum 

https://email.tamusa.tamus.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=vJdwTAiopEy3qzhjcjyoxSbXOYh3kNFIRSkzbX4uHZhkBywxrGt2B1_JUVbB1yYrnZapwikmYGg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftamusa.blackboard.com%2f
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl1005.email.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2Fu001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sbOXQDyyghHkKk4kQ3HpFRtsfbQBZccnYdlEMji-R93oSieHQdYhfFRHEcnd1UBJOh3FDT76dKJ9Ajh55STW5YvC_x0-MGIMFzdcSLpUNyTMO3f9zawBmX9qe_3atNnb7i2Gt_oK5363pLb0LVV5LmtKsjKICkZ0bNjmCKV60WcLEtxOVLKB6ZOyiK2QGjrgO-WZJaiGVHg4TrVcD64bCTaycIvZLHyItx2saK5psvjaWXVAwe1-q1gCi8TAfEYT-479bTDKEHx69zGZRntVMxD-Jvmj0u5P6LK-_Xg8ZTkIQEqHge4Dp4VJF7erfM2bDBBVGrHLnDgdG_PeWGZKnty5vnF4THvIhFfxrReJYESmp-im9bZTQm2UhOPEH99dLkvURxF0XYuVou-GZXijV3A0z-ZUI8Jai8-ayF-HkxKR%2F4cx%2F54-HioujQ9u-gTV5gSjRhQ%2Fh5%2Fh001.pni7CuFbx4KrB7toRsuEfX1izxhr6OSW2rS810scLOs&data=05%7C02%7Clguerrero%40tamusa.edu%7Cf1f5123a25af40539b0d08dd3bd8c195%7C5cf670c5279f45739a15033d4286fa0e%7C0%7C0%7C638732524366150279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tDdNM9FW3uaX4YYN3XkYCZb%2BI49z5Qcfa2i7CYapf8k%3D&reserved=0
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by appropriate faculty bodies, aims to advance knowledge through discussion, debate, and 

carefully selected readings and assignments. In accordance with principles of academic freedom 

promulgated by the American Association of University Professors and affirmed by many 

universities, including A&M-SA, the instructor has the authority to set the class syllabus, which 

may include controversial material relevant to topics being studied. While all participants and their 

views will be treated respectfully, no one should expect to be shielded from challenging or even 

upsetting ideas, sinch thoughtfully engaging such ideas is crucial to free inquiry and intellectual 

growth.  

 

Course Material, Academic Freedom, and Students’ Rights: The materials and activities in this 

class were developed based on my subject-matter expertise and align with norms and best-

practices in the discipline you are learning.  

• As the Student Handbook states, “students will be free to take reasoned exception to the 

data or views in any course of study and to withhold judgment about matters of opinion, 

but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are 

enrolled.” 

• As an instructor, I will respect the rights enumerated in the handbook, including “respect 

for personal feelings; freedom from indignity of any type, freedom from control by any 

person except as may be in accord with Texas A&M University-San Antonio, and 

conditions allowing them to make the best use of their time and talents toward the 

objectives which brought them to this University.” I ask that you respect the rights of your 

classmates to learn and have a positive experience in this class.  

• I ask that you, further, respect my intellectual property and not share materials from our 

class with those outside of the university community and that you respect academic 

freedom, which presumes that “teachers are entitled to freedom in the classroom in 

discussing their subject.” 

• Should you have a problem with any of the materials in this course, please reach out to me 

for an explanation of why these materials are disciplinarily legitimate and to discuss 

strategies for completing the work in a manner that is acceptable to you and that meets 

course objectives. I ask that you do so before or after class and not disrupt the learning 

experiences of others if you have any objections. 

 

Please click UNIVERSITY POLICIES to read more.    

*Note: I reserve the right to make changes to the reading & assignment schedule and requirements 

as necessary. This document serves as a contract between the professor and the students. Upon 

receipt of this document by the students, the professor assumes that expectations set forth in the 

syllabus have been read and acknowledged by the student, and that proper communication has 

been initiated about assignments, schedule, and grading. Please contact me at the aforementioned 

email address with any questions or comments. I look forward to the semester! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tamusa.edu/university-policies/index.html
https://www.tamusa.edu/university-policies/index.html
https://www.tamusa.edu/university-policies/index.html
https://www.tamusa.edu/university-policies/index.html
https://www.tamusa.edu/university-policies/index.html
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Week/Dates  

Reading Schedule    

DUE  

  

  

  

Week 1  

Aug. 25 & 27  

TUES   

• Introductions  

• Expectations/syllabus   

• Building a community agreement  

THURS  

• What is American Literature, and what will we 

study? 

• discussion: eras, terms, the evolution of 

American literature 

 

  

 

Week 2 

Sept. 1 & 3 

 

 

TUES   

• LITERARY REALISM (1865-1920) 

• Kate Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” (1894) 

• Robert Frost, “The Mending Wall” (1914) 

• discussion 

THURS  

• AMERICAN MODERNISM (1910s-1940s) 

• Ernest Hemingway, “Hills Like White 

Elephants” (1927) 

• Assignment #1: short reflection (400-600 

words) 

 

  

  

 Week 3  

Sept. 8 & 10 

  

TUES   

• HARLEM RENAISSANCE (1918–1935→) 

• Zora Neal Hurston, “How it Feels to be Colored 

Me” (1928) 

• discussion  

THURS  

• James Baldwin, “Note of a Native Son” (1955) 

• discussion  

• Assignment #2: short reflection (400-600 

words)  

 

 

Assignment  

#1 due  

Thursday, Sept. 

10 @ Midnight  

via Blackboard  

  

  

   

Week 4  

Sept. 15 & 17  

TUES   

• DYSTOPIAN LITERATURE (1900s-present 

day) 

• Shirley Jackson, “The Lottery” (1948) 

 

Assignment 

#2 due 
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• discussion  

THURS  

• Ray Bradbury, “The Veldt” (1950) 

• discussion   

Thursday, Oct. 

1 @ midnight 

via Blackboard  

  

  

Week 5  

Sept. 22 & 24  

TUES   

• LATE MODERNISM→EARLY POST 

MODERNISM (1940s–1970s) 

• Adrienne Rich, “Storm Warnings” (1951) & 

“Power” (1974) 

• Audre Lorde, “Power” (1978) 

• discussion 

THURS  

• Sylvia Plath, “Daddy” & “Lady Lazarus” (162) 

• discussion 

 

 

  

Week/Dates  

Reading Schedule    

DUE  

  

  

  

  

Week 6 

Sept. 29 & 

Oct. 1 

TUES   

• AMERICAN MULTICULTURALISM (1960’s-

present) 

• Natalie Diaz, “If What I mean is Hummingbird, If 
What I mean is Fall into My Mouth” (2014) & 

How to Love a Woman With No Legs” (2008) 

• discussion  

• Assignment #3: personal narrative (2-3 pages) 

THURS 

• Gerard Robledo, My Mother, the Butcher (2025), 

poet visit 

 

 

 

 

  

Week 7  

Oct. 6 & 8 

*midterm* 

  

TUES   

• Mexikid (2023) by Pedro Martín (to page 161) 

• discussion 

THURS  

• Mexikid by Pedro Martín (to end) 

• discussion 

• Assignment #4 (in-class discussion— will be an 

in-class discussion on these two days; your input 

will be counted as a grade on whichever day you 

participate) 

Assignment 

#3 

due  

Thursday, Oct. 6 

@ midnight 

via 

Blackboard 

 

Assignment #4 

due 

Tuesday/Thursday 

IN CLASS  
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Week 8  

Oct. 13 & 15  

TUES  

• Ross Gay, The Book of Delights (2019) 

• discussion 

• Assignment #5: creative narrative (2-3 pages) 

THURS  

• Ross Gay, The Book of Delights (excerpts) 

• discussion  

 

 

 

  

Week 9  

Oct. 20 & 22 

  

TUES   

• Poems (2014-2026) LAG, poet visit 

THURS  

• work on assignment #5 

• Book launch celebration 7pm  

Assignment 

#5 due 

Friday, Oct. 23 

@ midnight 

Via 

Blackboard 

 

  

Week 10  

Oct. 27 & 29  

TUES   

• Ana Castillo, various poems 

• discussion 

THURS 

• Ana Castillo, So Far From God (Chapters 1-4) 

• discussion 

  

Week 11  

Nov. 3 & 5  

TUES   

• Ana Castillo, So Far From God (5-10) 

• discussion  

THURS  

• Ana Castillo So Far From God (11-16) 

• discussion 

 

 

Week 12  

Nov. 10 & 12 

  

TUES   

• discussion 

• Presentation/Reflection Paper guidelines  

• Assignment # 6: character sketch (3-5 pages) 

THURS  

• In-class workshop with Ana Castillo 

• READING/Q&A 6pm 

  

  

  

  

Week 13  

Nov. 17 & 19 

TUES   

• Presentation Prep 

THURS  

Assignment 

#6  
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• Presentation Prep due Thursday, 

Nov. 19 @ 

midnight 

via Blackboard 

 

 

Week 14  

Nov. 24 & 26  

TUES   

• Presentations  

 

THURS  

• THANKSGIVING 

 

  

Week 15  

Dec. 1 & 3  

TUES   

• Presentations  

THURS  

• Presentations  

• Final Reflections Due 

Presentations and 

Final Reflections 

due Dec. 3 

IN CLASS  

Week 16  

Dec. 7-11  

  

 FINALS 
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